* 


according to a second protocol, theinterfacgj 
backplarxe-tcToneor more predetermined interface cards. 


(Canceled) 


3. (As Filed) The network switch of claim 1 wherein the second protocol 
comprises a network traffic protocol. 


4. (As Filed) The network switch of claim 3 wherein the second protocol 
comprises an asynchronous transfer mode (ATM) protocol. 


7 S - s 


5. (As Filed) The network switch of claim 3 wherein the second protocol 
comprises an internet protocol (IP). 


-X 6. (Amended) An interface card for use in a network switg 


interface 


card comprising: 

a backplane interface to transmit ajacTreceive data over a backplane; 

a network interface to traja^mit and receive multiple channels of network traffic 
from external sources, tjjemultiple channels of network traffic to include one or more 
channels of data^aCxording to a time division multiplexed (TDM) protocol and one or 
more charntfels of data according to a second protocol; and 
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8. (As Filed) The interface card of claim 6 wherein the second protocol 
comprises a network traffic protocol. 


9. (As Filed) The interface card of claim 8 wherein the second protocol 
comprises an asynchronous transfer mode (ATM) protocol. 

10. (As Filed) The interface card of claim 8 wherein the second protocol 
comprises an internet protocol (IP). 




11. (Amended) A method comprising: 
receiving multiple channels of network traffic from e^tefnal sources via a network 
interface of an interface card, wherein the multipkrchannels of network traffic to include 
one or more channels of data accor^if^to a time division multiplexed (TDM) protocol 
and one or more channelxffdata according to a second protocol; and 

routing^Ke channels of data via a backplane connection to one or more 
predetermined destinations. 
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12. (Canceled) 

13. (As Filed) The method of claim 1 1 wherein the second protocol 
comprises a network traffic protocol 

14. (As Filed) The method of claim 13 wherein the second protocol 
comprises an asynchronous transfer mode (ATM) protocol. 

1 5. (As Filed) The method of claim 1 3 wherein the second protocol 
comprises an internet protocol (IP). 

Please a^d the following new claims: 


^S^J^-^ — \ 16. (New) An apparatus comprising: 


means for receiving multiple channels of network trafjie'from external sources via 
a network interface of an interface card, whereinth€multiple channels of network traffic 
to include one or more channels of d^ta^ccording to a time division multiplexed (TDM) 
protocol and one or morephtfnnels of data according to a second protocol; 

means fop^fouting the channels of data via a backplane connection to one or more 
predeteFrfnned destinations. 



4 


17. (New) The apparatus of claim 16 wherein the second protocol comprises 
a network traffic protocol. 
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18. (New) The apparatus of claim 17 wherein the second protocol comprises 
an asynchronous transfer mode (ATM) protocol. _ : v : : ; 

1 9. (New) The apparatus of claim 1 7 wherein the second protocol comprises 
an internet protocol (IP). 

20. (New) The networkWitch of claim 1 wherein one or more of the 
interface cards receives electrical signals to communicate the network traffic. 

2 1 . (New) The network switcn of claim 20 wherein one or more of the 
interface cards receives optical signals to communicate the network traffic. 

22. (New) The network switch of ct^im 21 wherein the optical signals 
comprise SONET-framed data. 

23. (New) The network switch of claim 2\) wherein one or more of the 
predetermined interface cards transmits electrical signals. 


24. (New) The network switch of claim 23 wherein one or more of the 
predetermined interface cards transmits optical signals. 
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25. \(New) The network switch of claim 24 wherein the optical signals 
comprise SONBT-framed data. 

26. (New\ The interface card of claim 6 wherein the network interface 
receives one or more channels of network traffic as electrical signals. 

27. (New) The interface card of claim 6 wherein the network interface 
receives one or more channels of network traffic as optical signals. 

28. (New) The interface card of claim 27 wherein the optical signals comprise 
SONET-framed data. \ 

29. (New) The network switch of claim 1 wherein the interface cards convert 
the received data to an internal cell format Vbr transmission over the backplane. 

30. (New) The interface card of claim 6 wherein the network interface circuit 
converts the received data to an internal cell format for transmission over the backplane. 

3 1 . (New) The method of claim 1 1 further comprising converting the data 
according to a time division multiplexed (TDM) protocol and"\h^data according to a 
second protocol to an internal cell format for transmission over the backplane. 
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